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ROTAVIRUS (saliva)

Pathogen Type: Antibodies Appear:

Human rotaviruses belong to the family of Reoviridae. Rotavirus gastroenteritis? ¢erum
Rotavirus is a double-stranded RNA virus that is

: : g Current/Recent onset Rotavirus infection? > ¢ livar)
commonly associated with gastroenteritis in children.

Known Cross-Reactions: Pollen allergen of Parietaria?

Clinical Significance:

The detection of salivary antibodies to Rotavirus in an infant may indicate either mucosal immune protection

in the absence of diarrhea,* or if accompanied by diarrhea, current/recent onset Rotavirus infection.! In adults,
elevated salivary antibody production to Rotavirus has been shown to indicate active or recent infection.>¢ In one
study of injected adults, antibodies rose four-fold after 13 days and then decreased significantly by 27 days after
injection of the virus.® Hjelt and colleagues found that secretory immunoglobulins could persist even after one
month of naturally-occurring infection in children and in some subjects, elevated antibodies were found several
months later.®
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